purpose of Life ; the use of History is thus to be ruled and guided by Life and its wants. This natural connection has been obscured in our times by the claim that History is a science, and so hurtful has this been that we might put as its motto "Fiat veritas, pereat vita!"
We modern men are nothing in ourselves. We only become worthy of consideration when we fill and over-fill our minds with knowledge of the strange times of the past, its customs, arts, philosophies, thoughts and religions. If a Hellene appeared among us he would think we wore encyclopaedias walking the earth. We ought to strive for that culture which is the unity of the artistic style in all the vital functions of the life of a people. We should aim more at the unity of the German G-enius, than at political unity.
The damage done by a superabundance of History to Life seems to me fivefold. The personality of the individual becomes weakened. The age conies to think that it possesses a rarer virtue, a greater amount of justice than any other. The instincts of the people are destroyed, and the individual, no less than the whole, is prevented from maturing. The injurious belief arises that we are an over-late product of the ages, only epigones. The age falls into a dangerous tendency to irony, and from that into the still more dangerous tendency to Cynicism, by which finally the vital forces are neutralised and destroyed.
History ought only to be studied by one who possesses a strong personality; a weak man becomes timid and oppressed. The objectivity of the modern man is often only a phrase to express his stupidity and indifference. All men and nations that desire to develop completely need some atmosphere, some guarding, veiling cloud. The ironical and cynical sentiment which we have just mentioned is perhaps a relic of the Christian theological belief in the end of the world. 0, if mankind would only learn to believe in the fresh memento vivere instead of the old, worn out, and useless memento mori! Students of History become passive and